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APPENDIX, considered, deliberately decided, and solemnly and finally
closed ;"* and they represented to the board the strong
apprehension which they entertained from establishing
such a precedent, and concluded by expressing their full
assurance, that the considerations urged by the court
against the despatch sent down by the board would re-
ceive careful and deliberate attention, and "judging by
the conviction they have produced in themselves, they
cannot but entertain the strong hope and expectation
that they will make a similar impression on the minds of
the commissioners/'f
We trust that the arguments of the court have not
been urged without effect, as the board have paused in
enforcing their order of December; but what, we may
ask, would have been the case, had there been a president
of the Board of Commissioners determined, without
awaiting such representation, or giving attention to it
when made, to enforce the transmission of the despatch ?
It is against such a possible exercise of power, and in
the event of such power being exercised, that the facts
shall reach parliament, that we contend for the rule of
publicity.
The case also of Messrs. William Palmer and Co. forms
another instance in. which the exercise of absolute power
may compel the court, under the proposed scheme, to
send out a despatch, although contrary, in their opinion,
to every principle of justice, and which may be calcu-
lated to lower the character of the British government
throughout India, without the same coming before par-
liament.
The right of appeal which the court at present possess,
affords the means, though not in our judgment suffi-
ciently ample, to get the matter of a despatch, on which
an extreme difference of opinion shall exist, before the
* Page 53 of the printed papers.           f Page 71 of ditto.